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SUB J : NAMIBIA: FOREIGN MINISTER'S AIDE FEELS POSITIVE ABOUT 
PROPOSALS 

1 . SUMMARY: FOREIGN MINISTER BOTH'S AIDE SAID TODAY THERE HAS 
BEEN A POSITIVE CHANGE IN PROSPECTS FOR SOUTH AFRICAN APPROVAL 
OF THE WESTERN PROPOSAL. DTA DELEGATION, HE REPORTS, IN A 
MEETING WITH VORSTER WERE SERIOUS AND RESPONSIBLE ABOUT THE 
PROPOSAL. END SUMMARY 

2. POLITICAL COUNSELOR AND BRITISH EMBASSY MINISTER SUMMER- 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 CAPE T 00745 140635Z 

HAYES SAW FOREIGN MINISTER PIK BOTHA'S AIDE, NEIL VAN HEERDEN, 

TODAY, APRIL 13. VAN HEERDEN WAS CLEARLY ENCOURAGING ABOUT THE 
PROSPECTS OF SAG APPROVAL OF THE WESTERN PROPOSAL. CHOOSING HIS 
WORDS CAREFULLY, HE SAID THAT HE FELT POSITIVE ABOUT THE SITUATION 
AND THAT "THE DRIFT IS GOOD". VAN HEERDEN SAID THAT THERE WAS 
A SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IN THE OUTLOOK COMPARED TO TWO WEEKS 
AGO. WHEN ASKED WHAT HAD BROUGHT ABOUT THE CHANGE, HE REPLIED 
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THAT THERE WERE MANY COMPLEX FACTORS THAT WENT INTO THE SITUATION. 
HE REMARKED "WE NOW HAVE A GOOD HANDLE ON THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN 
CREATING THE MOST OPPOSITION". 

3. VAN HEERDEN SAID THE CABINET MEETING YESTERDAY, APRIL 12, 

HAD ONLY BRIEFLY DISCUSSED THE NAMIBIAN SITUATION AND HAD AGREED 
TO WAIT UNTIL HEARING THE FINAL VIEWS OF THE INTERNAL PARTIES 
BEFORE MAKING A DECISION. ACCORDING TO VAN HEERDEN, THE 
FOREIGN MINISTRY HAD PROVIDED EACH MINISTER BEFORE THE MEETING 
A FOUR-PAGE PAPER ANALYZING IN "CLINICAL AND OBJECTIVE TERMS" 

THE WESTERN PROPOSAL AND ITS IMPLICATIONS. 

4. VAN HEERDEN SAID BOTHA WAS "VERY PLEASED" WITH THE OUTCOME 
OF HIS AND VORSTER'S MEETINGS THIS MORNING WITH THE DEMOCRATIC 
TURNHALLE ALLIANCE DELEGATION. VAN HEERDEN SAID THE DTA GROUP 
HAD SHOWN A SERIOUS AND RESPONSIBLE APPROACH TO THE PROPOSAL. 

THEY WERE SEEKING, VAN HEERDEN EXPLAINED, AMPLIFICATION OF 
CERTAIN PROVISIONS AS WELL AS INFO ON THE "PRIVATE ASSURANCES" 

THAT HAD BEEN REPORTED IN THE PRESS. VAN HEERDEN SAID THE AREAS 
OF CONCERN FOR THE DTA WERE: THE NEED FOR AN EARLY DEFINITE 
DATE FOR ELECTIONS; THE RELIABILITY OF PROCEDURES FOR ASSURING 
OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL NAMIBIANS HELD IN ZAMBIA TO RETURN; THE 
IMPARTIALITY OF AHTASAARI AS SPECIAL REP; AND THE NEED TO 
ASSURE A CEASEFIRE FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE PROCESS. (IN A 
CONVERSATION LAST NIGHT, APRIL 12, WITH SUMMERHAYES, MUDGE 
HAD ALSO RAISED THESE AREAS OF CONCERN AND IN ADDITION HAD 
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EXPRESSED INTEREST IN THE QUESTION OF THE RESOLUTION OF 
DISPUTES BETWEEN THE A-G AND THE SPECIAL REP. SUMMERHAYES 
SAID THAT MUDGE'S OVERALL APPROACH WAS ALSO ENCOURAGING). 

5. ACCORDING TO VAN HEERDEN, THE DTA GROUP IS RETURNING TO 
WINDHOEK TODAY AND WILL CONVENE A MEETING OF ITS EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL TO DECIDE ON ITS FINAL POSITION. BOTHA, HE SAID, HAD 
PLANNED TO FLY TO WINDHOEK THIS WEEKEND TO RECEIVE THE A-G'S 
REPORT, INCLUDING THE POSITION OF THE DTA, BUT BECAUSE OF THE 
VANCE-OWEN VISIT TO PRETORIA, HE WILL DELAY THIS MISSION UNTIL 
THE EARLY PART OF NEXT WEEK. 

6. VAN HEERDEN ASKED ABOUT WHAT WAS EXPECTED IN THE SECURITY 
COUNCIL. THERE WAS A TACTICAL CONSIDERATION FOR THE SAG, HE 
REMARKED, IN WHEN AS WELL AS HOW TO RESPOND. HE ASKED IF EARLY 
SAG APPROVAL MIGHT NOT WORK AGAINST SECURITY COUNCIL ACCEPTANCE. 
(IN RESPONSE IT WAS STATED THAT SOUTH AFRICAN ACCEPTANCE 

COULD ONLY ADD MOMENTUM TO THE PROPOSAL. AN ARGUS STORY 
THIS AFTERNOON REPORTS THE POSSIBILITY RAISED BY VAN HEERDEN 
AS A FACTOR IN SAG DELIBERATIONS). VAN HEERDEN HASTENED TO ADD, 
HOWEVER, THAT THE SAG WAS NOT TIMING ITS REPLY TO UN DEVELOPMENTS. 
HE PERSONALLY FELT SOUTH AFRICA HAD NO INTEREST IN DELAYING 
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A RESPONSE. HE WONDERED IF THERE WAS NOT SOME DANGER IN THE 
SECRETARY GENERAL REPORTING BACK TO THE SECURITY COUNCIL WITH 
DETAILS ON IMPLEMENTATION THAT COULD CREATE PROBLEMS. HE SAW 
THE ADVANTAGES IN THE APPOINTMENT OF AHTASAARI AS SECRETARY 
GENERAL PROVIDED HE WAS GENUINELY IMPARTIAL, BUT, HE SAID, 

WE CANNOT BLAME SOUTH AFRICA FOR BEING SKEPTICAL. HE ALSO ASKED 
IF WE HAD ANY INFO ABOUT THE NEWSPAPER REPORT OF A RECENT DECISION 
BY THE UN HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES TO PROVIDE $500,000 
TO SWAPO FOR REFUGEE ASSISTANCE IN SOUTHERN ANGOLA. (HE WAS TOLD 
THAT NEITHER OF OUR MISSIONS HAD ANY INFO ON THIS SUBJECT). 

7. COMMENT: VAN HEERDEN'S COMMENTS WERE PROBABLY MADE WITH THE 
APPROVAL OF THE FONMIN. HIS REMARKS, TOGETHER WITH THE DTA'S 
APPROACH (IN PARTICULAR ITS FAILURE TO OBJECT TO ANY OF THE 
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CONCRETE PROVISIONS OR PRINCIPLES OF THE PROPOSAL), AND VORSTER'S 
BRIEF STATEMENT IN PARLIAMENT TODAY (REPORTED SEPTEL), SUGGEST 
THAT WE HAVE A GOOD CHANCE OF RECEIVING A BASICALLY POSITIVE 
RESPONSE FROM THE SAG. 

8. EVEN IF THERE IS NOW A FAVORABLE TREND WITHIN THE CABINET 
TOWARD ACCEPTANCE OF THE PROPOSAL, THE SITUATION, AS VAN HEERDEN 
INDICATED, IS PROBABLY STILL QUITE TENUOUS AND THE TIDE COULD 

BE REVERSED. EMB VIEWS ON WHAT WE MIGHT EXPECT ON THIS SUBJECT 
DURING THE PRETORIA VANCE/OWEN/BOTHA MEETING ON APRIL 16 
WILL BE PROVIDED IN SEPTEL. 

BOWDLER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PERSONAL OPINION, POLITICAL SETTLEMENT, NEGOTIATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 13 apr 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978CAPET00745 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 60-0500 
Format: TEL 
From: CAPE TOWN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780462/aaaacall.tel 

Line Count: 148 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 6cfa39b1-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2984810 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NAMIBIA: FOREIGN MINISTERYS AIDE FEELS POSITIVE ABOUT PROPOSALS 
TAGS: PDEV, WA, SF, DTA, (VAN HEERDEN, NEIL) 

To: STATE USUN NEW YORK 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/6cfa39b1 -c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



